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SPEECH BY THE ACTING P R E M I S E MR, DES CORCORAN. 9 7 6 " 7 6 
PROCLAMATION DAY -CEREMONY, GLENELG , 28TH DECEMBER, 1 9 7 6 . 
•s 
YOUR EXCELLENCY AND LADY N I C H O L L S , YOUR HONOURS, YOUR WORSHIP, 
MY M I N I S T E R I A L AND PARLIAMENTARY COLLEAGUES , L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN : 
WE LOOK BACK TODAY WITH PR IDE TO THE T IME - 1 4 0 YEARS AGO TODAY - WHEN 
A BAND OF P IONEERS GATHERED AT TH IS PLACE TO PROCLAIM A FREE COLONY. 
THOSE PEOPLE WERE MEN AND. WOMEN WHO HAD LEFT THE IR HOMES AND THE IR 
F A M I L I A R AND FR IENDLY ENVIRONMENT TO MAKE A JOURNEY WHICH MUST HAVE 
SEEMED DAUNTING AND AWESOME EVEN TO THE B R A V E S T . 
THEY WERE PEOPLE OF COURAGE AND I D E A L I S M WHO WERE TO E S T A B L I S H THE B A S I S 
OF THE P H Y S I C A L AND SOC IAL DEVELOPMENT OF OUR S T A T E , SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . 
2 
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D E S P I T E THEIR OUTSTANDING Q U A L I T I E S , THOSE P IONEERS WERE HUMAN BE INGS 
WITH A L L THE HOPES , V IRTUES AND FAULTS THAT PEOPLE S T I L L HAVE TODAY. 
FROM THE IR EFFORTS WEXHAVE DEVELOPED A SOCIETY WHICH HAS BEEN FORGED 
IN THE FACE OF SOMETIMES B I T T E R HARDSHIP , OF CRUEL C L I M A T I C EXTREMES 
AND IN LONELY I SOLAT ION FROM BOTH THE P H Y S I C A L AND S O C I A L C I V I L I S A T I O N S 
IN WHICH OUR P IONEERS HAD OR IG INATED . 
THOSE PEOPLE WERE PRACT ICAL AND HEROIC , AND THEY NEEDED TO B E . THEY ALSO 
HAD A STRONG STRA IN OF I D F A L I S M WHICH REFLECTED I T S E L F IN THE P IONEERING 
OF FORMS OF DEMOCRATIC J U S T I C E WITHIN THE SOC IAL FRAMEWORK OF TH IS STATE 
IN SUCH F I E L D S AS ADULT SUFFRAGE , THE SECRET BALLOT AND VOTES FOR WOMEN. 
SOUTH A U S T R A L I A ' S EARLY HISTORY IS REMARKABLE FOR I T S INNOVATION AND 
FREEDOM. 
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BUT THERE IS ONE B L E M I S H ON THAT PROUD RECORD AND THAT IS IN THE A T T I T U D E 
OF 'MANY OF OUR P I O N E E R S TO T H E . A B O R I G I N A L P E O P L E OF T H I S C O N T I N E N T . 
< 
IN T H I S AREA THE A C T I O N S OF THE PAST ARE NOT SOMETHING WE CAN BE PROUD 
OF AND THE LEGACY OF THOSE MISDEEDS IS S T I L L WITH US TODAY . 
WHILE A D M I T T I N G THE MISTAKES , OF THE P A S T , THE C H A L L E N G E TO SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , 
AND INDEED TO OUR WHOLE COUNTRY, I S TO WORK TOWARDS WAYS OF R E C T I F Y I N G THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF THOSE A C T I O N S . SOUTH A U S T R A L I A HAS MADE MANY ADVANCES IN 
IMPROVING R E L A T I O N S BETWEEN VAR IOUS GROUPS IN OUR COMMUNITY, P A R T I C U L A R L Y 
IN B R I N G I N G THE A B O R I G I N A L P E O P L E TO THE L E V E L OF J U S T I C E AND D I G N I T Y 
SHARED BY A L L SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S . 
SOUTH A U S T R A L I A ' S L E A D E R S H I P IN T H I S ENDEAVOUR WILL, CONTINUE AND I B E L I E V E 
YOUR PRESENCE HERE TODAY , S I R DOUGLAS , AS THE GOVERNOR OF A L L SOUTH 
A U S T R A L I A N S , I S IN PART A MEASURE OF THAT PROGRESS . 
ONLY THROUGH TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING CAN A L L THE D I V E R S E GROUPS WITHIN 
OUR COMMUNITY SHARE IN THE B E N E F I T S THAT OUR S O C I E T Y IS C A P A B L E OF 
P R O V I D I N G . 
THE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N COMMUNITY IS PERHAPS THE MOST CONSCIOUS OF A L L 
A U S T R A L I A N COMMUNIT IES OF THE NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT THE 
P O T E N T I A L OF OUR S T A T E I S R E A L I S E D AND THAT THE P H Y S I C A L , M A T E R I A L AND 
S O C I A L RESULTS OF THAT P O T E N T I A L ARE SHARED E Q U I T A B L Y . 
WE HAVE , IN OUR S T A T E , AN A T T I T U D E OF SHARING OUR T A S K S AND WORKING 
TOGETHER . THAT A T T I T U D E HAS ENABLED SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S TO TURN T H I S S T A T E -
WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN OVERENDOWED WITH PHYSICAL . R - S O U R C E S - INTO A 
P R O G R E S S I V E AND PROSPEROUS S O C I E T Y . WE ARE S T I L L DOING THAT THROUGH THE 
MANY WAYS IN WHICH COMMUNITY VENTURES P L A Y T H E I R PART IN B U I L D I N G AND 
D E V E L O P I N G OUR I N D U S T R I A L AND COMMERCIAL L I F E . 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
: T : : E CHALLENGE OF THE PAST, HAS BEEN OVERCOME IN A SPECTACULARLY SUCCESSFUL , 
WAY : I AM SURE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S , WORKING AND PLANNING TOGETHER, WILL 
OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES O F THE FUTURE JUST AS E F F E C T I V E L Y . 
AN OCCASION SUCH AS T H I S , ON-THE ANNIVERSARY OF OUR S T A T E ' S FOUNDATION 
AND ON THE EVE OF A NEW Y E A R , IS THE TIME TO PAUSE AND THINK NOT ONLY OF 
OUR PAST BUT TO LOOK AHEAD. .WE MUST CONSIDER OUR FUTURE NOT J U S T FROM A 
COMFORTABLE OR EUPHORIC V IEWPOINT , BUT WE MUST LOOK AND TRY TO 
A N T I C I P A T E THE DEVELOPMENTS OF THE NEXT FEW DECADES WHICH W I L L AT THE 
TIME SEEM AS TROUBLESOME TO US AS THE EARLY CHALLENGES SEEMED TO THE 
P IONEERS . 
THEY APPROACHED THE IR PROBLEMS WITH A PRACT ICAL AND SERIOUS SENSE OF 
PURPOSE WITH AN UNDERLYING I D E A L I S M AND CONV ICT ION . OUR A S P I R A T I O N S MUST 
MATCH T H E I R S . 
WE HAVE A F INE HERITAGE IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A WHICH STARTED AND WAS NURTURED 
BY THE PEOPLE WHO GATHERED HERE 140 YEARS AGO -
I T IS A HERITAGE THAT HAS BEEN GREATLY ENRICHED BY THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
PEOPLE FROM OTHER, OLDER CULTURES IN EUROPE AND A S I A . 
IT IS A HERITAGE WHICH WE HAVE ADAPTED AND MADE OUR OWN. THE WAY IN WHICH 
WE FURTHER DEVELOP THAT HERITAGE FOR THE BETTERMENT OF A L L SOUTH AUSTRAL IANS 
WILL BE PROOF THAT WE CAN CONTINUE THE PROUD T R A D I T I O N THAT STARTED ON TH IS 
SPOT 1 4 0 YEARS AGO R 
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YOUR EXCELLENCY AND LADY N I C H O L L S , YOUR HONOURS, YOUR WORSHIP, 
MY M I N I S T E R I A L AND PARLIAMENTARY COLLEAGUES , L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN : 
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F A M I L I A R AND FR IENDLY ENVIRONMENT TO MAKE A JOURNEY WHICH MUST HAVE 
SEEMED DAUNTING AND AWESOME EVEN TO THE B R A V E S T . 
THEY WERE PEOPLE OF COURAGE AND I D E A L I S M WHO WERE TO E S T A B L I S H THE B A S I S 
OF THE P H Y S I C A L AND SOC IAL DEVELOPMENT OF OUR S T A T E , SOUTH A U S T R A L I A . 
D E S P I T E THEIR OUTSTANDING Q U A L I T I E S , THOSE P IONEERS WERE HUMAN BE INGS 
WITH A L L THE HOPES, V IRTUES AND FAULTS THAT PEOPLE S T I L L HAVE TODAY. 
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BUT THERE IS ONE B L E M I S H 3 * THAT PROUD RECORD AND THAT IS IN THE. A T T I T U D E 
OF MANY OF OUR P IONEERS TO T H E A B O R I G I N A L PEOPLE OF T H I S C O N T I N E N T . 
IN T H I S AREA THE ACT IONS OF THE PAST ARE NOT SOMETHING WE CAN B E PROUD 
OF AND THE LEGACY OF THOSE M ISDEEDS IS S T I L L WITH US TODAY . 
WHILE A D M I T T I N G THE M I S T A K E S O F THE P A S T , THE C H A L L E N G E TO SOUTH A U S T R A L I A , 
AND INDEED TO OUR WHOLE COUNTRY , I S TO WORK TOWARDS WAYS OF R E C T I F Y I N G THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF THOSE A C T I O N S . SOUTH A U S T R A L I A HAS MADE MANY ADVANCES IN 
IMPROVING R E L A T I O N S BETWEEN VAR IOUS GROUPS IN OUR COMMUNITY, P A R T I C U L A R L Y 
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. . . 4 . 
ONLY THROUGH TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING CAN A L L THE D I V E R S E GROUPS WITHIN 
OUR COMMUNITY SHARE IN THE B E N E F I T S THAT OUR S O C I E T Y IS C A P A B L E OF 
P R O V I D I N G . 
THE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N COMMUNITY IS- PERHAPS THE MOST CONSCIOUS OF A L L 
A U S T R A L I A N COMMUNITIES OF T H E NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT THE 
P O T E N T I A L OF OUR S T A T E IS R E A L I S E D AND THAT THE P H Y S I C A L , M A T E R I A L AND 
S O C I A L RESULTS OF THAT P O T E N T I A L ARE SHARED E Q U I T A B L Y . 
WE H A V E , ' IN OUR S T A T E , _ A N A T T I T U D E OF SHARING OUR T A S K S AND WORKING 
TOGETHER . THAT A T T I T U D E HAS ENABLED SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S TO TURN T H I S S T A T E 
WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN OVERENDOWED WITH P H Y S I C A L R - S O U R C E S - INTO A 
P R O G R E S S I V E AND PROSPEROUS S O C I E T Y . WE ARE S T I L L DOING THAT THROUGH THE 
MANY WAYS IN WHICH COMMUNITY VENTURES P L A Y T H E I R PART IN B U I L D I N G AND 
D E V E L O P I N G OUR I N D U S T R I A L AND COMMERCIAL L I F E . 
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T;;E CHALLENGE OF THE- PAST HAS BEEN-OVERCOME IN A SPECTACULARLY SUCCESSFUL 
WAY : I AM SURE SOUTH A U S T R A L I A N S , WORKING AND PLANNING TOGETHER, WILL 
OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE J U S T AS E F F E C T I V E L Y . 
AN OCCASION SUCH AS T H I S , ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF OUR S T A T E ' S FOUNDATION 
AND ON THE EVE OF A NEW Y E A R , IS THE T IME TO PAUSE AND THINK NOT ONLY OF 
OUR PAST BUT TO LOOK AHEAD. WE MUST CONSIDER OUR FUTURE NOT JUST FROM A 
COMFORTABLE OR EUPHORIC V IEWPOINT , BUT WE MUST LOOK AND TRY TO 
A N T I C I P A T E THE DEVELOPMENTS OF T H E N E X T FEW DECADES WHICH W I L L AT THE 
T IME SEEM AS TROUBLESOME TO US AS THE EARLY CHALLENGES SEEMED TO THE 
P IONEERS . 
THEY APPROACHED THE IR PROBLEMS WITH A PRACT ICAL AND SERIOUS SENSE OF 
PURPOSE WITH AN UNDERLYING I D E A L I S M AND CONV ICT ION . OUR A S P I R A T I O N S MUST 
MATCH T H E I R S . 
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WE HAVE A F I N E HERITAGE IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A WHICH STARTED AND WAS NURTURED 
BY THE PEOPLE WHO GATHERED HERE 140 YEARS AGO. 
IT IS A HERITAGE THAT HAS BEEN GREATLY ENRICHED BY THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
PEOPLE FROM OTHER, OLDER CULTURES IN EUROPE AND A S I A . 
IT IS A HERITAGE WHICH WE HAVE ADAPTED AND MADE OUR OWN. THE WAY IN WHICH 
WE FURTHER DEVELOP THAT HERITAGE FOR THE BETTERMENT OF A L L SOUTH AUSTRAL IANS 
WIL L BE PROOF THAT WE CAN CONTINUE THE PROUD T R A D I T I O N THAT STARTED ON TH IS 
SPOT 1 4 0 YEARS AGO. 
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